
True Traditional Chinese astrology is much more than 
knowing the ’Chinese Zodiac sign’ of your birth year. The 
Four Pillars (or Ba Zi) is an authentic Chinese astrologi-
cal system, reflecting universal laws which can be applied 
with great precision to every aspect of human life, regard-
less of culture, age or time. This ancient system is a very 
complex one, and in order to be able to interpret the birth 
data, one must first become familiar with the several doz-
en Chinese characters that comprise a Four Pillars chart of 
an individual. Knowing the relationships between the Five 
Elements and Stems and Branches (also known as Zodiac 
signs in the west) is also necessary, together with under-
standing the influence of time, cycles and specific years. 

Accordingly, in the Four Pillars system, it is really not about 
the ’’sign’’ of your birth year, for you could be born in the 
Snake year, but the other three pillars of your birth chart 
may show other Branches (out of twelve). That is to say, in 
order to fully understand your life path and all the upcom-
ing changes, you should know all four Stems and Branches 
of your particular chart, as it appears in year, month, day 
and hour pillar. When observed together, the four pillars 
display more than your basic character and potentials in 
life, showing the way you think and act, and whether your 

actions match your abilities. Each pillar also covers differ-
ent life-spans, while the current ten-year Luck Pillar adds a 
new quality to every individual’s life, showing the prevail-
ing external dynamics– within the specific time-line.
However, for those of you who do not have the time or inter-
est for a professional Four Pillars general or wealth reading, 
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the following simple annual overview of the four Branches’ 
luck in 2017 may contain just enough information to help 
you understand the major trends that come for you with 
2017. Accordingly, in order to be able to get more out of the 
influence of the Fire Rooster year (2017), you should start by 
calculating your Four Pillars chart. After entering your DOB 
in the free calculator on the page http://altheafengshui.
com/ba-zi-calculator, you will find that there is one Branch 
(also known as ’’Chinese Zodiac sign’’) in the each pillar of 
your Four Pillars chart. In the upcoming annual review, look 
for an overview of all four branches, in order to get a broad 
picture of the most probable ways Rooster year can affect 
you. Do mind that four pillars represent the four basic as-
pects of your life, and while the Year Branch represents the 
wider surroundings, Month Branch is related to your career, 
Day Branch affects the relationships, while the Hour Branch 
talks about children and creative endeavors. You also must 
bear in mind that the Day Branch represents you, i.e. your 
body and mind, and hence it has more weight than the oth-
er three Branches.

WINNERS, LOSERS 
AND EVERYBODY IN BETWEEN
In 2017, the best outlook comes to Roosters, Dragons 
and Horses, who could expect the best of luck, both 
relationship and wealth related. Despite the Self 
Punishment, Rooster’s overall luck will be excellent, while 
Dragons, due to strong auspicious Stars and friendly re-
lationship with Rooster, might expect smooth flow and 
meeting some great opportunities for growth and busi-
ness expansion. Horses are blessed with very good luck 
this year (especially relationship), while Rats will also do 
pretty good in 2017, particularly related to money. 2017 
is favorable for academic and career advancement of 
Roosters, Tigers, Dogs and Dragons, and when it comes 
to Rooster’s best friends Snakes and Oxes, they can still 
expect good relationship luck, although their overall level 

of accomplishment depends mostly on how favorable 
Metal Element is for them.
On the other hand, the entire atmosphere in 2017 is rath-
er unfriendly and unfavorable for Rabbits, who should 
expect a turbulent year packed with stress, conflicts, be-
trayal and changes (especially true for Water Rabbits). 
Accordingly, having Rabbit anywhere within the Four 
Pillars, will present you with some of the aforementioned 
development reserved for Rabbits in 2017, including pos-
sible health issues. When it comes to health and Twelve 
Branches, Snakes, Oxes, Monkeys, Pigs and Goats should 
also pay attention to their health, as they should better 
stay away from extreme sports. Goats and Snakes may 
experience their share of frustrations and pressure in 
the Fire Rooster year, and they should be, together with 
Dogs, very cautious when it comes to signing contracts 
and reading footnotes.
However, although each Branch’ luck differs in every par-
ticular year, everyone can improve own odds by incor-
porating Feng Shui in daily life and business. In this re-
gard, using of property’s locations and directions wise in 
2017 may enhance specific aspects of one’s life (health, 
wealth, relationships), as it can help you sooth the unfa-
vorable influences and achieve more harmony…



RATS () IN 2017
For many Rats, the Fire Rooster year 
will be about business and finding the 
ways to make more money. Luckily, due 
to the presence of entrepreneur’s Star in 
this Branch, Rat’s monetary luck will be very good, hence 
the time is right for these individuals to make adequate 
moves towards advancing in their career, expanding the 
business and improving finances in general. On their way 
to success, Rats won’t lack ideas or help, and especial-
ly approachable will be females, who might offer most 
practical help. In addition, female related businesses 
could also prove to be more rewarding in 2017, and Rats 
should keep this in mind when choosing associates and 
deciding about own services and products placement.
When it comes to their love life, the Fire Rooster year 
will affect positively Rat’s relationship and family life, 
though active Destruction may also bring occasional 
miscommunications and mismatches. Since Destruction 
Star also affects one’s health, Rats should be careful in 
2017 with extreme sports, and they should be moderate 
with consuming alcohol, sugar and drugs.

OXES () IN 2017
Although this Branch doesn’t host any 
important auspicious Star in 2017, due 
to having a good relationship with 
Rooster, Oxes might still expect more so-
cializing and good networking luck. They 
could also find themselves becoming more cre- a t i v e 
and artistically inclined, and wanting to improve every-
thing around: from people to material things. 
However, besides more movement and increased com-
munication, 2017 is rather average year for Oxes, which 
will bring a lot of effort, but inadequate and insignificant 
returns. When it comes to dealing with others, Ox people 
should protect themselves as much as possible, reading 
small letters carefully. In general, the Fire Rooster year 
can deliver more support to students, researchers, scien-
tists and teachers, as it is especially favorable for Oxes 

whose Four Pillars chart has affinity with Metal Element. 
Health-wise, Oxes should pay attention to physical activ-
ity and their dieting habits in 2017, minding that more 
movement and lighter diet may reduce their body’s ten-
dency to retain water. 

TIGERS () IN 2017
Tiger’s relationship with Rooster is 
neutral, so Tigers can relax after a 
strenuous 2016, which was filled with 
uncertainty and changes. Having the 
bigger picture in mind, individuals born 
in Tiger’s days should use this year to prepare for 
their upcoming lucky years of 2018 and 2019, when 
they might accomplish a lot. Regarding 2017, although 
their overall luck is rather average, they can still expect 
to receive others’ help and assistance. However, when it 
comes to finances, they should do their best to be ratio-
nal and modest with expenses, for their unwise invest-
ments and/or wasteful spending could put them in strain 
with finances. 
While their relationship luck is average in the Fire Rooster 
year, Tigers should pay attention to their immunity in 
2017, for the stressful 2016 might have taken away some 
of their energy, making them more susceptible to colds 
and flu.

RABBITS () IN 2017
Being the Branch opposed to Rooster, 
Rabbits will be under the influence of se-
vere (Metal-Wood) Clash in 2017. However, 
this doesn’t mean that Rabbit people 
will be extinguished from Earth, but it 
primarily announces arrival of the year 
that delivers instability, and comes with 
fights and arguments. Throughout the Fire Rooster year, 
Rabbit’s responses will be more emotional, as they could 
more easily feel hurt or betrayed, while dealing with 

12 BRANCHES IN 2017 



misunderstandings and people related issues.
When it comes to relationships, 2017 will bring miscom-
munications, trust issues and disputes, heightening the 
probabilities for separations, break ups, and relation-
ships upheavals. Regarding money, Rabbits should ex-
pect to deal with huge expenses, hence they should 
stick to conservative approach in career and business - 
as they should be especially careful with contracts and 
obligations. Business partnerships may be challenging 
now, and Rabbits should be very sure about everything, 
before putting down important matters on paper. 
When it comes to health, Rabbits will be very sensitive in 
the Fire Rooster year, and while female Rabbits should 
perform thorough gynecological check up, males should 
do the same with prostate and testicles. They should be 
also careful in movement and while in traffic, for they 
can hurt their feet and small bones, as some of them 
can be more prone to accidents. The general piece of 
advice for Rabbits is not to let disappointments bring 
them down, and to persist in taking care of themselves. 
They should be rational and smart in handling conflicts, 
disputes and opposition, because any kind of emo-
tional entanglement may only make issues more com-
plex. Rabbits should also considerate initiating changes 
themselves, for sometimes it is better to have the upper 
hand, then to be forcefully moved by life.
* Of all Rabbits, the Water ones will be affected most by 
the Fire Rooster year.

DRAGONS () IN 2017
Dragon’s luck in 2017 is influenced both 
by two strong favorable Stars, and 
Dragon’s beneficial relationship with 
Rooster. In accordance with aforemen-
tioned, Dragons should count on a very 
good luck and smooth overall development, throughout 
the Fire Rooster year. Their relationship and networking 
luck will be excellent, bringing them not only more in-
teractions, but also advice, assistance and practical help 

from others. Since the time is right for career advance-
ment and business expansion, Dragons should be alert, 
in order not to miss wealth opportunities that will come 
their way. Minding their good Love Luck, single Dragons 
could easily find their match, while the married ones 
could enjoy more in their existing relationship. However, 
some Dragons might also experience separation and/
or break up, which depends pretty much on their Four 
Pillars – Ba Zi chart.
* 2017 is most auspicious for Water Dragons, who fully 
combine with the year of 2017.

SNAKES () IN 2017
Snakes have just stepped out of one very dy-
namic year, which brought them a lot of hap-
penings and action. Due to their good rela-
tionship with Rooster, 2017 will also bring 
them some activity and a lot of interactions 
with others, although the final outcome will not 
be as satisfactory. Unlike the Fire Monkey year of 2016, 
the Fire Rooster year will deliver rather average luck to 
Snakes – unless their Four Pillars chart shows that Metal 
Element works beneficially on their luck. 
Even though the others will be very approachable in 
2017, the overall development is unstable; hence, Snakes 
should be ready to deal with occasional halts and set-
backs, as they should be prepared to adjust their plans. 
It is also important to mention that they should be cau-
tious in movement, traffic and while handling tools, 
for they could be more prone to mishaps and small 
accidents. 

HORSES () IN 2017
Although they don’t have any specific relation-
ship with Rooster, due to the presence of 
numerous auspicious Stars, Horses should 
expect a smooth development, good 
luck and progress throughout the Fire 



Rooster year. They will be lucky with money, and due to 
enhanced people skills, they will be also very successful 
when it comes to networking and presentations.
Since the life will treat them well in 2017, Horse’s life-
style might improve, as they will also enjoy themselves 
more. Minding that they will be attracted to leisure and 
pleasure, they should be also aware that their own exag-
gerations with food and/or drink may negatively affect 
their weight. 
Relationship-wise, Horse’s luck is very good in 2017, 
hence they won’t lack opportunities for dating, relation-
ships and marriage. However, they should be careful not 
to jeopardize existing relationship, because their flirting 
- together with their need to be admired - may eventu-
ally get them into trouble. 

GOATS () IN 2017
Goats don’t have any special relation-
ship with Rooster and minding the lack 
of strong auspicious Stars in this Branch, 
they could expect rather average year, 
with changeable luck and random help. 
For them, opportunities now lie in the fields of edu-
cation and personal growth; hence, Goats engaged in 
these industries can perform better in the Fire Rooster 
year. What matters in 2017 is that all Goats adopt ratio-
nal approach, paying also attention not to exaggerate 
with spending and/or investments. 
Relationship-wise, with their own absent mindedness 
and troublemakers being around, Goats should expect 
misunderstandings, disapproval and disputes. Since 
Goat’s Love Luck is moderate in 2017, they will have to 
invest more effort in order to find a match. However, 
they could employ Feng Shui (locations & directions), in 
order to improve both their love life and finances.
It is also important to tell that Goats should better stay 
away from dangerous ventures and extreme sports in 
the Fire Rooster year.
* Feng Shui can help Goats to improve their Love Luck; 
find more information in Althea’s text Your Feng Shui 
in 2017.

MONKEYS () IN 2017
After a busy 2016, Monkeys should ex-
pect much calmer year, which will de-
liver rather average luck. Due to lack 
of auspicious Stars, they will have to in-
vest more energy in everything they do, hence 
the time is not ideal for initiating big or risky projects. 
If they were planning something big, then they should 
rely on personal favorable months in the Fire Rooster 
year (as enabled in the Four Pillars – Ba Zi consultation). 
However, they should count on rather instable and slow 
development (especially if Metal is not their favorable 
Element), as they should mind that in 2017 they could 
be more restless, forgetful and confused.
The Fire Rooster year is the right time for them to pay at-
tention to their health, especially minding the presence 
of the Illness Star. Accordingly, they should adopt health-
ier life-style and better eating habits, as they should re-
search the ways to enhance their immunity (some of the 
helpful medicines are Cordyceps, Reishi, Echinacea…).

ROOSTERS () IN 2017
Despite the Grand Duke and Self-Punishment, 
Roosters are under influence of a very good 
luck in 2017. In addition, they will feel more 
confident, determined and decisive, as their 
approach will be more firm and authoritative. 
Roosters will be also adroit and easy to spot op-
portunities, as some of them might wish to ex-
pand their knowledge and perfect their skills. Their people 
luck is also very good, hence they will also more easily get 
sympathy, support and help. Their own year might also 
positively affect their status, and this is especially true with 
Roosters engaged in marketing, consulting and advisory 
business. Since their Wealth Luck will be also very good, 
Roosters should be alert and ready to make the moves 
which will improve their finances and/or lead towards busi-
ness expansion. 



However, the Fire Rooster year also brings them 
Punishment, and with this one, people tend to make 
oversights and mistakes due to their own over confi-
dence and unyielding attitude. Roosters should also 
mind that being worried all the time, getting easily frus-
trated and aggravated, might also negatively influence 
their relationship. When it comes to health, the time is 
right for Roosters to pay attention to their immunity, 
which can be compromised due to their exaggeration 
with work, alcohol, food, etc. 
* Please do mind that Fire Roosters in 2017 will experi-
ence their Fu Yin year.

DOGS () IN 2017
Although Dogs host only one posi-
tive Star during the Fire Rooster year, 
this is a strong Star, which will de-
liver more strength, enthusiasm and 
self-assurance to Dog people. This 
Star also enables meeting one’s helpful 
people, who would aid with their advice, guidance and 
practical help. In addition, this Star works especially well 
for male Dogs, and all those engaged primarily in male 
related industries (cars, soccer, etc.). 

However, since 2017 also comes to Dog people with 
Harm, they should be particularly cautious when it 
comes to contracts and signing agreements, since the 
disputes are very likely to happen (better not to lend 
money in 2017, unless having very hard insurance). 
When it comes to relationships, they should be more pa-
tient and tolerant, as they should be aware that they 
can cause unnecessary fights with their own moodiness 
and exaggeration about trivia. Health-wise, Dogs should 
pay attention to their spine, and those with history of 
back issues should be watchful for possible hurts, as they 
should work on their spine’s health by practicing Yoga 
and/or Dr. Eric Goodman’s foundation training.

PIGS () IN 2017
2017 will bring a lot of activity to Pigs, 
who will be busy not only with run-
ning errands, but also with their 
work and career. Their wealth luck 
is average in the Fire Rooster year, but 
there will be still some wealth opportunities for them – 
which can be enhanced with travel. In this regard, Pigs 
should consider dealing with foreign countries and/or 
travel more in 2017, as they should stick to conservative 
approach in all important ventures.
When it comes to relationships, many Pigs may feel 
alienated and lonely. However, since their individual per-
ception can differ from actual situation, they should 
make an effort in order to socialize more and find ways 
to be with partner and enjoy the relationship.

Althea S.T. has made her best efforts to produce this highest 
quality, informative and helpful article. Although she has verified 
the technical accuracy of the information and contents of this 
material, she makes no representation or warranties of any kind 
with regard to the contents of this article and accepts no liability 
of any kind for losses or damages caused or alleged to be caused 
directly or indirectly from using the information contained herein.



Althea S.T. 
Althea S.T. is an author and Life Style Consultant, whose consultations provide informative guid-
ance in everything you might need on the path to creating the life you want. Classical Feng Shui 
consultation illuminates important information about your property and the best ways to utilize it in 
order to make use of its potentials. Four Pillars consultation enables understanding of your life path 
and the current moment of your life. It also guides you in anticipating upcoming changes - in order 
to make the best choices and to create the most efficient strategy when it comes to using what life 
has to offer in the near future. Althea can be reached for Feng Shui and/or Four Pillars (Ba Zi) con-
sultation via email

STUDY TRADITIONAL FENG SHUI & CHINESE ASTROLOGY
Study Four Pillars Chinese astrology and Classical Feng Shui in Switzerland, in small groups, or 
one-to-one with the Master. All courses are intense and carefully designed to deliver authentic 
knowledge and trusted information, with case studies and workbooks provided for every module. 
Enroll for an intense three day Feng Shui & Chinese astrology introductory, conducted in English 
and scheduled for the beginning of June 2017 in Zurich, or for a 7 day Advanced Practitioners Feng 
Shui course (modules 1,2,3), with Four Pillars introduction, scheduled for November 2017, also in 
Zurich. Please find more information on FB page Feng Shui & Ba Zi Switzerland: 
https://www.facebook.com/fengshuiswitzerland/ 

LEARN MORE
Visit www.classicallyfengshuied.info and www.altheafengshui.com to learn more about Classical 
Feng Shui, for a sneak peak at consultations and course content, to find your daily Yi Jing wisdom, 
to assess monthly favorable dates, to calculate Flying Stars for your property or your personal Four 
Pillars chart, to read more about Nobleman concept, to understand the importance of the Three 
Treasures on human life or to find other intriguing topics…


